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The National Federation of Modern Language Teachers 

and Its Work 

The Managing Editor of the Modern Language Journal: 

The present constitution of the National Federation of Modern 
Language Teachers was adopted in 1919 (see The Modern Lan- 
guage Journal, Volume III, p. 290f.); for two proposed emenda- 
tions, see ibid. Oct., 1919. However de facto, the Federation 
began to function in 1915 on the basis of the Cleveland agree- 
ment under which the publication of The Modern Language 
Journal was begun and continued until the adoption of the 
present constitution. 

We should congratulate ourselves on the progress so far made, 
in spite of war conditions, great shifts in the personnel of the 
profession and slow collections. The Journal has been found to 
fill a real need. Thru it and the meetings and organizations 
thruout the country, a solidarity of modern language teachers has 
been achieved such as we had not had before. 

Besides the five associations which came in as charter members 
of The Federation, we at present have the Southern California 
Association now applying for affiliation, while the M.L.T. (the 
Association of the Modern Language Teachers of the Central 
West and South) has affiliated the following state and local associa- 
tions: Wisconsin, Michigan, Indiana, Kansas, Missouri, The Ger- 
man Teachers of California— now dissolved — ,and the Romance 
Teachers of Chicago. To these have been added this year Okla- 
homa and Virginia. 

The Editor is setting forth on another page advantages to the 
Journal of having numerous and strong regional associations. 
That is natural since the Journal can give better service in pro- 
portion as it has strong financial support, and I wish to emphasize 
his words for this reason. However, I wish to lay stress upon at 
least two further reasons for organizing the entire country. In the 
first place, modern language teachers cannot attend professional 
meetings which are more than two hundred miles distant. We must 
therefore bring the meetings to them. This has been done in the 
numerous states so far affiliated. This should be carried farther. 
Not only should more regional and state associations be formed 
which shall hold periodic meetings, but state associations should 
form groups within the state, for periodic meetings and for forming 
reading and discussion clubs as has been successfully done in 
New England and New York. In this way the teacher who needs 
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it most not only gets the kind of help he needs, but the profession 
acquires solidarity of feeling and an experience which is useful 
for working out its ideals and impressing them upon its con- 
stituency, the general public. 

The work of stimulating the formation of new state and 
regional associations has fallen largely on the shoulders of the 
secretary of the M.L.T. and on those of the Executive Committee 
of the National Federation. Thus the California Association has 
been in the process of formation for several years; so also several 
of the state associations. Other state and regional groups are now 
in process of formation. 

The work has progressed to the point where several of the 
state associations may properly look forward to amalgamation 
and toward affiliation as regional associations. It has been thought 
timely, therefore, to call attention in the Journal to the conditions 
and privileges of such affiliation and thus to stimulate the forma- 
tion of new associations. 

The condition under which a regional association or a state 
association, if it is able to meet the conditions, may affiliate 
directly as a member of the National Federation, is that it has 
furnished a minimum of two hundred subscribers to the Journal. 
For example, there is at present an association which has some 150 
subscribers; as soon as it has reached the two hundred mark, it will 
be eligible for affiliation. It may be stated also that the amalga- 
mation of two or more state associations to form a regional associa- 
tion is desirable for the associations themselves, since they may 
then become affiliated directly with the National Federation 
and have direct representation in the Executive Committee of the 
Federation. Moreover, the regional association is privileged to 
remit only $1.50 to the business manager of the Journal, retaining 
50c for the regional association. This enables it to propagate its 
own work of keeping up membership, of arranging meetings. 

States west and south of the Alleghanies, which are for the 
present unable to meet the conditions for affiliating directly with 
the National Federation, may, if they desire, affiliate with the 
M.L.T. by furnishing a minimum of twenty-five subscribers to 
the Journal. This gives such an association representation on 
the Council of the M.L.T. and the privilege of retaining twenty- 
five cents of the fee for its own treasury. A copy of the Constitu- 
tion of the M.L.T. may be had by addressing its secretary. 

The Executive Committee of the National Federation is 
charged with the work of promoting new associations. The 
names of its members will be found on the second cover page 
of the Journal. Inquiries should be addressed to the Chairman 
or to the Secretary. 

C. H. Handschin 

Sec'y of the National Federation of 
Modern Language Teachers 



